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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 EC BRU 05259 24I925Z 

ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 INR-07 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 AID-05 CEA-01 FRB-01 EPG-02 
SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 OMB-01 PA-02 PRS-OI USIA-I5 
/079 W 

25021 IZ 026371 /70 

R 24145 IZ MAY 77 
FM USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3872 
INFO ALL EC CAPITALS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 5259 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, EEC 

SUBJECT: UNEMPLOYMENT IN EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 

REE EC BRUSSELS 4007 

1. UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE NINE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY COUNTRIES DROPPED 
BY 2.2 PERCENT IN APRIL IN COMPARISON WITH A MONTH EARLIER, BUT 
INCREASED BY 6.1 PERCENT OVER APRIL 1976, ACCORDING TO THE EC 
COMMISSION'S MONTHLY REPORT ON PERSONS REGISTERED AS JOBLESS AT 
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES. 

2. AT THE END OF APRIL THE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED WAS 5,405,000, 

A DROP OP 120,000 OVER A MONTH EARLIER BUT AN INCREASE OF 
300,000 OVER A YEAR EARLIER. THE 12 MONTH COMPARISONS, WHICH 

ARE MORE SIGNIFICANT SINCE THE FIGURES ARE NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, 
SHOW THAT MALE UNEMPLOYMENT REMAINED PAIRLY STABLE, BUT FEMALE 
UNEMPLOYMENT INCREASED BY 280,000. 

3. TOTAL UNEMPLOYMENT FOR THE COMMUNITY WOULD HAVE BEEN WORESE HAD 
IT NOT BEEN FOR DECREASES SINCE APRIL 1976 IN THREE COUNTRIES: 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 EC BRU 05259 241925Z 

NETHERLANDS (DOWN 6.1 PERCENT), GERMANY DOWN 5 PERCENT), AND 
IRELAND (DOWN 0.4 PERCENT), BUT ALL THE OTHERS SHOWED AN INCREASE, 

WITH DENMARK TOPPING THE LIST (UP 32.7 PERCENT), POLLOWED BY 
BELGIUM (UP 15.2 PERCENT) AND FRANCE (UP 11.5 PERCENT). 

4. THE COMMUNITY'S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR APRIL 1977 WAS 5.2 
PERCENT, COMPARED TO 4.9 PERCENT A YEAR EARLIER. 
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BREAKOUTS BY COUNTRY: 

APRIL 1977 APRIL 1976 
BELGIUM 7.1 6.1 

DENMARK 6.0 4.5 

FRANCE 4.6 4.1 

GERMANY 4.0 4.2 

HOLLAND 4.0 4.2 

IRELAND 9.9 9.9 

ITALY 6.4 6.0 

LUXEMBOURG 0.5 0.3 

UNITED KINGDOM 5.5 5.0 

5. BREAKOUTS BY SEX OF THE BLOBAL FIGURES ARE: 

REGISTERED UNEMPLOYED 
(OOOS OMITTED) 

APRIL 1977 APRIL 1976 
MALE 3,219 3,190 

FEMALE 2,186 1,906 

TOTAL 5,405 5,096 

6. AS REQUESTED, WE HAVE AIRPOUCHED A COPY OF THE MONTHLY 
REPORT TO JOHN CHANDLER, CHIEF, DIVISION OF FOREIGN 
LABOR STATISTICS, BLS, AND WILL DO SO EVERY MONTH. HINTON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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